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The history of the Russian presence in Australia goes back to 1807. The work notes the development of Australian-Russian relations as contacts with Imperial Russian naval and scientific ships visiting the colonies increase during the 1800’s and traces this relationship into the twentieth century. With the appearance of a Russian community in the nineteenth century, attempts were made to establish the Russian Orthodox Church on Australian soil. However, this did not eventuate until the arrival of a number of groups of Russian refugees after the Revolution of 1917 and the Civil War (1918-1922).

Following the Second World War, the numbers of Russian and other Orthodox Slavic displaced persons arriving in Australia grew to such an extent that the Russian Church was able to establish a diocese in Australia, and later in New Zealand. The successes, tribulations and challengers of the Church in Australia are chronicled up to the end of the twentieth century. However, a further chapter deals with the issue of the Church’s prospects in Australia and its relevance to future generations of Russian Orthodox people. 
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